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Attorneys for Plaintiffs

MONTANA TWENTY-SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT
S T I L L W A T E R C O U N T Y

BEARTOOTH FRONT COALITION, et a l Cause No. DV 18-12

Plaintiffs,

V . P L A I N T I F F S ' R E S P O N S E T O
DEFENDANTS' MOTION TO DISMISS,

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS, and REQUEST FOR HEARING
STILLWATER COUNTY, and HEIDI
STADEL, in her capacity as Clerk and
Recorder of StdUwater County

1 . I N T R O D U C T I O N

Plaintiffs Beartooth Front Coalition, as well as Lazy Y Diamond Bar, LP, Lana and Charles

Sangmeister, William and Carolyn Hand, and Margaret Barron and Doxey Ray Hatch (Plaintiffs)

filed this lawsuit challenging the Stillwater County Commissioners' and Stillwater County Clerk and

Recorder Heidi Stadel's refusal to consider, under § 76-2-101, MCA, a citizen-initiated petition to

create the Beartooth Front zoning district in Stillwater County. The purpose of the proposed district

is to give the County authority to implement zoning that addresses the surface impacts of oil and gas

development within the proposed district. The Complaint sought mandamus and declaratory relief

addressing the County Defendants' handling of and refusal to consider the petition. The

Commissioners refused to consider the petition, despite the fact that over 60% of the surface land
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